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When you are down to
nothing, God is up to
something

Stepping into the New Year
“Forget the former things;

do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19
19

I love this passage! The apostle Paul echoes it in
Philippians 3:13-14, when he says he has left behind
what is in the past and now presses on to the upward
call of God in Christ. Like Paul, we are called to stop
dwelling on the past. To stop wishing that what
happened had never happened. “Dwelling” means
“obsessing”. The past is the past. The amazing thing
about Jesus is that he does not let the past define us.
He forgives the past. He heals the past. He even
brings good out of the past. The past is so important.
We learn from the past and we bring what we learned
to the present so we can engage where God is leading
us. To do this we must be willing to accept what Jesus
has done and join him in refusing to allow “the past”
to define us. That applies to us as a church, to our
families who have dysfunctions that we have
struggled with, and to those of us whose past
mistakes are still a source of guilt. In Christ, God
resolves our past. Through Jesus he breaks the power
of the past. He forgives us and calls us to forgive. In
forgiving, we let go of our past brokenness and are
free to move forward - to step into the future God has
for us. In this passage from Isaiah, God asks, “See, I
am doing a new thing. Do you not perceive it?” For a
lot of us, apparently not, or he would not ask that
question. Obsessing over the past prevents us from
perceiving and embracing the future. So, we give the
past to Jesus as a step of faith. We say “yes” to God as
He calls us to look forward into this new year. Then
we follow His lead.

Following the Children’s Christmas Pageant, on
December 19, Pastor Jim officiated the Installation of
Pastor Boyd.
Immanuel welcomes our official Pastor.

Our goal is not to fix past brokenness, whether that
brokenness be personal, family or Church. Our call is to
give the past to Jesus, follow Him into the future and do
what he says. He will do the healing necessary. We who
have experienced that healing will have a testimony to
share with others in need. We will be those streams of
life, as the Holy Spirit pours through us; streams that
our Lord uses to bring relief to people whose spiritual
lives are bone dry and who are thirsty for the water of
God’s presence. This is the calling God gives to us as the
body of Christ at Immanuel.
Be blessed as you enter this New Year! We lift up Jesus
and step into it with anticipation!
Pastor Boyd
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Anxiety Group
Starting January 12

Starting January 6, 2022 our plan is to start

Alpha.

We will be doing two sessions on
Wednesdays for 11 weeks. Depending on the
interest we will have one session in the
afternoon at 3 pm and the other, evenings at 7
pm.
Please contact John Neiman 780 399 4664
for more information and to register.

Alpha Registration
(please return to John Neiman or email
pizzaovenguy@gmail.com)
First Name:
______________________________________
Last Name:
______________________________________
Email Address:
___________________________________

Join us as we explore experiences of anxiety and
learn how God’s word is instrumental in “Stopping
the Spiral of Toxic Thoughts” a video-based study
created by Jennie Allen and inspired by the
corresponding book “Get Out of Your Head:
Stopping the Spiral of Toxic Thoughts- available for
loan through the public library or for purchase at
your favorite book store.
The group will be held in-person for 6 weeks, The
first group starts January 12, 2022, and is being
held at Immanuel Lutheran Church of Rosenthal,
from 6:30pm-8:30pm on Wednesdays. Future dates
will be determined by registration numbers. The
group will run when we have a minimum of 6
participants (and a maximum of 8). You can register
in person on one of the registration sheets provided
on the bulletin boards at both Immanuel Lutheran
Church of Rosenthal and Lighthouse Pentecostal
Church or online via Messenger through the Melissa
Henstridge Counselling Facebook page. There is
NO FEE to attend the group however there is a $15
materials charge for the workbook/study guide.

Can you help with our music Ministry. Do you
have a singing voice? Can you play any
instrument?
Come join our worship team and make a
joyful noise unto the Lord.
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Starting January 6, 2022 our plan is to do two sessions on

Alpha.

One at 3 pm and one at 7 pm depending on the interest.
Please contact John Neiman 780 399 4664 for more information
and to register.

What is Alpha?
Alpha is a way to inspire and equip churches to create a space where people from any
background can encounter Jesus. The same Alpha content is run all over the world, by Christians
of all traditions, and provides a common expression of faith.

What does an Alpha Session look like?

Connection

Whether it’s a group of friends gathered around a kitchen table, or a quick online catch-up, times
of connecting are important. It’s no different at Alpha. Whether in person over a meal or virtually
with a cup of tea, all sessions start with a time to connect, relax and build friendships.

Content

The Alpha talks are designed to engage people from all walks of life and inspire conversation.
They explore the big issues of life and faith and unpack the basics of Christian belief, addressing
questions like “Who is Jesus?”, “Why and how do I pray?” and “How does God guide us?”

Conversation

The discussion time is an opportunity for people to respond to the talk, hear from others, and
contribute their own perspective in an honest, friendly, and open environment.

What topics does Alpha cover?
Alpha generally runs over 11 weeks and includes a weekend away after session 7. In this season,
churches have been creatively running the Alpha Weekend/Day online, and we have training to
help you organize this.

The Alpha sessions include these topics:

Is there more to life than this?
Who is Jesus?
Why did Jesus die?
How can I have faith?
Why and how do I pray?
Why and how should I read the Bible?
How does God guide us?
Who is the Holy Spirit?
What does the Holy Spirit do?
How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit?
How can I make the most of the rest of my life?
How can I resist evil?
Why and how should I tell others?
Does God heal today?
What about the Church?
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Thank you to all the volunteers from
Immanuel that made sandwiches on
December 3 and to the volunteers on
Saturday December 4 that gave out
sandwiches, fruit, bread and other goodies
to 99 individuals in our community.

Volunteers from Immanuel helped
Lighthouse Church fill and distribute over
one hundred Christmas Hampers for the
less fortunate in our Community.
All the fixings plus a gift card were
provided to make a Christmas feast.

Thank you volunteers from Immanuel and
Fireplace for doing an awesome job with
the Nativity Drive Thru.
Many juice boxes and granola bars were
dropped off for “Food for the Soul,” one of
our Community Outreach Programs
God bless us one and all.
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If any of these date do not work for you please call Julie or any of the council members

Dec 30/21 Newsletter:
From the Treasurer
If you are going to require funds in 2022 for what you are
involved with at ILCR, please let the Treasurer (Angela), a
council member, or myself know about this as soon as
possible as we are currently preparing our proposed
Ministry Needs for the year 2022.

The Offerings for December totalled around

Chair: Graeme Dawes
Vice-Chair: Julie Villadsen
Secretary: Julie Villadsen
Treasurer: Angela St. Pierre
Dan Strand, Ken Krause,

Len Lewin,

Total Offering : $17,611
General Fund : $15,936
Average per week: $ 4,403
Attendance 70/Sunday
Jane Graff, Treasurer
Immanuel Lutheran Church of Rosenthal
Stony Plain, AB

Our Church Elders are:
Russ Graff :
780 963 1553
John Nieman: 780 399 4664
If you have any pastoral needs in the
absence of Pastor Boyd, please call one of
the elders.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1. 10:00
Worship
practice

2.
9:30 Sunday
Service

3.

4.
10:00
Intercessory
Prayer Group

Sunday School

10.

11.
10:00
Intercessory
Prayer Group

Sunday School

17.

18.
10:00
Intercessory
Prayer Group

Sunday School

24.

25.
10:00
Intercessory
Prayer Group

Sunday School

7:00 Prayer
Meeting

7:00 pm

12.
Anxiety Group
6:30-8:30

13.
Alpha

7:00 Prayer
Meeting

7:00 pm

19.
Anxiety Group
6:30-8:30

20.
Alpha

3:00 pm

3:00 pm

7:00 Prayer
Meeting

14.

15.

10:00 Senior’s
Bible Study

10:00
Worship
Practice

21.
10:00
Senior’s Bible
Study

22.

28.

29.

10:00 Senior’s
Bible Study

10:00
Worship
Practice

10:00 worship
practice

26.

10:00
Worship
Practice

7:00 pm
27.
Alpha

Anxiety Group
6:30-8:30

3:00 pm

7:00 Prayer
Meeting

7:00 pm

7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Ladies Bible
Study
30.
9:30 Sunday Service

8.

7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Ladies Bible
Study

23.
9:30 Sunday
Service

3:00 pm

7.
10:00 Senior’s
Bible Study

7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Ladies Bible
Study

16.
9:30 Sunday
Service

6.
Alpha

7:00 bible Study
7:00 Ladies Bible
study

9.
9:30 Sunday
Service

5.

31.

Sunday School
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THE KIDZ PAGE
I would first like to send a huge thank you to
Michelle, Andrea and all the Sunday school children
holding a Christmas Concert for the congregation. It
was perfect and so enjoyable, defiantly brought joy
into the church, thank you.

Teach the children to thank the person who gave them
their gift during the holidays. They could color it and
pass it on.

For all of the December, Sunday school classes were
used for the practicing of the Christmas concert and
of course a little free play time (which helps build
friendship between our children). After the concert
the children had a celebration for Jesus birthday,
complete with cupcakes! Starting in January we will
be looking at the life of Gideon. As the children
read about him, they will once again realize how
God can transform an ordinary (scared) person into
a mighty warrior for God, by saying “yes” to God’s
plan for their life.
Praying that God blesses you and our church in
2022, and brings us His hope in this New Year.
Sunday school team.

Sunday School
Christmas Pageant

At Sunday school, children were being taught
how God created everything including human
beings. Matty seemed especially interested
when told how Eve was created out of one of
Adams ribs.
Later in the week, his mother noticed him
lying down as though he were ill. “Matty dear,
what’s the matter?”

The children did a terrific job portraying the birth of
our Savior. Thank you Sunday School teachers for all
the work you do.

Matty groaned and responded, “I have a pain
in my side, I think I am going to have a wife.
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Last week there was an historical event! I went to preach in an all Druze village. The owner of the hotel
was a believer and he helped us get the permits and the security to use his hall. The hall was packed out with more
than 300 people, and some couldn’t fit inside. It was like heaven on earth! More than 100 people accepted
the Lord by boldly raising their hands and praying out loud after me. I also prayed for all the village for every
family has suffered greatly during the war. One lady shared her testimony that she was pronounced dead, but
Jesus appeared to her and raised her to life! Another testimony was a man who had been in prison for murder and
he along with his jailer both became believers. After the service we provided a delicious meal for all the people and
had a wonderful time of fellowship in a heavenly atmosphere.
I still have many more meetings planned and we know the Lord will continue to do miracles! I have already been
to two children’s Christmas programs where we shared the Christmas salvation message and handed out gift
bags. What a glorious and joyous time! In the town of the first celebration we gave gifts to 250 children. In the next
village we gave gifts to 450 children and we still have two more celebrations in other towns yet to do. The
children were so happy but most importantly many children accepted the Lord as their Savior! I
am so thankful for the great and dedicated team working with us on the ground.
I am also so very thankful to you, our dear supporters. We couldn’t do anything without your prayers and
financial support. What a blessing you are! I pray your Christmas celebration will be focused on Jesus and may
every member of your family have peace and experience the love and light of Christ. I pray 2022 will be a blessed
year for you! Keep sharing the light!
My theme verse is: "For so the Lord commanded us: 'I have set you to be a light to the Gentiles, that
you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth'." (Acts 13:47
Your brother,

Nizar Shaheen

20 years ago Anita and I left for the mission field in Africa with World Mission Prayer League.
As we reflect on our journey that started over 20 years ago, we are reminded that sharing the Good News,
discipling, and fellowship in general is not a program, it is a way of life. COVID has taught us that most of what
we think we are in control of is an illusion, and much of what I am trying to earn is not worthy of the effort. I
have found myself missing the gatherings of family and friends for weddings and funerals, the singing of the
saints, or the times of simply inviting a neighbour over for coffee. God invites us back into relationship with
Himself, and each other, from here we are invited to care for the world we live in. If we could wish for just one
gift what might it be? Peace on earth? Good will for all? What does your heart most wish for? My sense is that
the angel word’s in Luke 2 would be my answer. Indeed it’s the answer for all people of every race, tongue and
nation: Do Not Fear, I bring you news of great joy... for unto you a Savior has been born... He is the Messiah, the
Lord.
With joy

Charles & Anita Jackson
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