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I have had some conversations recently about the end times. Often this discussion seems to assume that Premillennialism
is the only view of the last days. In fact, there are other views of the last days. One of them is called Amillennialism and
has been the traditional view held by the Christian Church since the middle of the 4th century. In the next couple of
newsletters, I want to give some insight into the view of Amillennialism. Here we go.
Christ is returning for his church. On that, nearly all Christians agree. But there is no universal consensus as to what that
second coming will be like. Over the history of the church, there have been a number of frameworks developed to
describe Christ’s return and the events surrounding that return. At the center of each of these is a short passage
from Revelation 20:1-10. Each of the major frameworks of belief is identified by how they understand the period
described in the above passage.
This passage describes the binding of Satan; the resurrection, judgment, and a thousand-year reign of martyrs along with
Christ; followed by the loosing of Satan, a final battle, and judgement on Satan. The thousand-year period in the middle of
this passage is termed the “millennium”.
Premillennialists understand Christ’s return to come prior to this millennial period. That is the idea that soon there will
come a great tribulation and all believers will be raptured to heaven. After 7 years of tribulation for those who remain on
the earth, the devil will be removed from the picture and chained in darkness. We will live without his influence for 1000
years. At the end of the 1000 year reign (The Millennial reign), the devil will be turned loose on humanity for one last
battle, Armageddon will happen, the second coming and judgement day will occur.
I always wondered why God would turn the devil loose on us that one last time? Why, if the devil was out of the picture,
wouldn’t God just keep him gone? It seemed out of place with the rest of scripture.
Postmillennialists and Amillennialists are Christians who understand Christ’s return to occur after the millennial reign.
They differ in that Postmillennialists see the millennial reign as a physical reality on earth, while Amillennialists see it as a
spiritual reign in heaven.
What is Amillennialism? Amillennialism is actually misnamed. The ‘a’ at the beginning means ‘no’, literally translated “no
millennial” reign. But that is not accurate. A better title would be something like ‘realized millennialism’, meaning a belief
that we are currently in the millennial reign of Christ.
Amillennialism is not a new interpretation of Revelation 20:1-10. Many throughout the history of the church have held it.
By the time of Augustine, it had become the dominant view of the church. It is still the dominant view of the Eastern
Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and many Protestants, including the Lutheran Church. It was the view of
the reformers, including Calvin and Luther.
Amillennialism understands the Kingdom of God proclaimed by Jesus and his apostles to be synonymous with the
millennial kingdom of Revelation 20:4-6. In this view, the kingdom of God is a present-day reality with Christ ruling from
heaven. It is a kingdom populated by all those who have given their lives to the Lordship of Jesus.
How do Amillennialists understand these 10 verses in Revelation 20 that talk about Satan’s binding, the thousand-year
rule of Christ, followed by the release of Satan? First, we do not understand them to be symbolic. We believe that real
events are being described. Secondly, we take into account the large amount of symbolic language in the book of
Revelation. Finally, we believe that Revelation was written to give encouragement to the church of its day. While it does
point to end times, it was very much written to what was happening in the first century.
continued
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According to the passage in Revelation, Satan’s binding seems to usher in this thousand-year rule. So, when does this
binding occur? While some will point to this being a future event, the Bible gives plenty of clues that suggest it has already
occurred.
In Luke 10 Jesus says Satan is cast down and believers are already given the authority over him: 18 He replied, “I saw
Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all
the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.
In John 12:31 Jesus, just prior to the cross, spoke about his soon-to-be crucifixion: 30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your
benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world (satan) will be driven out.
In 1 John 3:8, John says that Christ appeared to destroy the work of the devil.
In Colossian 2:15, Paul says that has Jesus triumphed already over satanic powers by the cross.
In Hebrews 2:14-15 we read that Christ, by his own death, has destroyed the power of the devil.
Satan’s influence over the world seems great right now, but it is nothing as it would have been if he had not been
defeated at the Cross by Christ Himself. Because of the victory of the cross, the devil is bound and limited in his ability to
deceive the nations. But that binding will come to an end at some time in the future. Will it be to have him released once
again on humanity? Or will it be to face final judgement?
More to come in the next newsletter…
God be with you!
Pastor Boyd
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Hey, guys, join us for breakfast with sausage and eggs,
April 2 at 8 am. Let’s get to know one another by
gathering in fellowship.

Join us 8 am – 9:30 for a Pancake Breakfast
Easter Sunday April 17, before Sunday Service
at Immanuel.
The men are putting on the aprons to do the
cooking.

Come and enjoy the meal and the fellowship.

Join us April 10 after
Sunday service for Pot
luck lunch followed by
Council up date. There
will also be free bread,
buns and pasties.

April 24 join us for Soup
Sunday after Service,
followed by Council
update. Free bread,
buns and pastries will
also be available.

4

This is just some of our food committee. We were
so excited to be able to work in the kitchen again.

Tables all set up for funeral
Immanuel also hosted the Parkland
County Pastor’s Lunch on February 23.
Thank you Food Committee for making
and serving the meal.

Busy making pancakes

Soup Sunday March 27, with a bowl from one of the
twelve pots of soup under our belts, we are relaxing and
enjoying our time together.

We served pancakes to approximately ninety people from
our community. All enjoyed the sausage, ham and pancakes
with all the toppings. Wonderful fellowship.

Watching the negative aspects of the world and
local news affects our soul in a dark way, and puts
us in a position to develop fear and judgment of
others without even trying.
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Maintenance:

We have no concerns at this time ,all is going well. Chubb is completing their final work in the church.
Treasurer Report:

We have up dated all our information at the bank and made some changes to our account so that we can save on
the service charges. Angela is getting caught up on all our church accounts and funds, and has recommended a few
changes moving forward. She is checking into the churches insurance policies as it is coming up for renewal.
Pastors Report:

Pastor has arranged Christian Hoff to help us out with worship once a month and has also organized the guest
speakers for Sunday Service. Pastor has been going twice a month to Camrose to preach to a congregation there as
well as giving Christian support to people in our community. He has also been asked to speak at Living Waters
Christian School. Pastor Boyd and Howard Gitzel have been working on putting together a Men’s group.

Working Group Reports:
Outreach:

We are planning a Mother’s day flower presentation during The church service on May 8th ,as well as a Father’s
day seedling Presentation June 18th . Council discussed making a pumpkin patch this spring ,with the opportunity
to give the pumpkins away this fall to the community. We discussed the Easter Pancake luncheon that we are
planning with Food for the Soul on April 16th and the volunteers we will need for this event.
Kitchen:

We had a great response to the Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper. Thanks to all that helped make that event
possible. The kitchen group had a meeting to organize the supplies in the storage area of the kitchen .
Facility:

The Prayer Chapel is in need of some repairs around the exterior of the windows. We are assessing the best way
to fix this problem.
Small Groups:

Small groups are going well. We currently have six small groups meeting each week ,over and above the bible
study groups.
Social Media/Website:

We have hired Caroline Fisher to oversee our social media accounts for the church. We are very pleased with the
amount of activity we have had on our Facebook page and encourage everyone to share the page with your friends.
Sound/Audio:

We are trying different blends on our sound board hoping to improve the sound on Sunday. We also had Pastor try
preaching from the stage to see if it improved the clarity.
Sunday School:

We have had anywhere from 5-12 children in Sunday School lately and we are encouraged by the growth.
Missions:

Len attended the Neighborhood Link annual meeting and shared the highlights from that meeting .
Old Business:

We are still working on the ten year plan for the Church Facility. Once we have it completed we will present it to
the congregation. We are also working on getting a video from Daniel and Julie Olson on their mission work, so we
can shared it with the church family.


We are starting to discuss some Summer events for Immanuel and putting dates to them, as well as starting to plan
spring clean up around the church.

Submitted by Laurie Parkinson
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Check the calendar and see how you can be more involved at Immanuel.
DATE

03-Apr-22

10-Apr-22

EASTER
SUNDAY

24-Apr-22

Speaker

Boyd

Russ

Boyd

Jacqueline

Leader

Russ

Len

John

Donna

Reader

Tracey

Dee

Chris

Tracy

Greeter

Steve & Laurie

Frank & Jean

Tracey and Dee

Beth and Kathy

Music

Al

Julie

Nickola

Al

Prayer Team

John & Karen

Chris & Coreena

Russ & Jane

Kathy & Kelly

Ushers

Frank & Jean

Tony

Frank & Jean

Tony

Communion

Dietrich

Sound

Darren

Graeme

Neil

Russ

Mediashout

Connie

Cheryl

Angela

Jane

Counters

Theresa/Florence

Colleen/Beth

Gloria/Len

Tracy/Lisa

Coffee

Jason

Chris

Jean

Florence

Strand

If any of these dates do not work for you please call Julie or any of the council members

Treasurer Report:

Average Weekly Giving $4,780
Average Attendance 62

Just a reminder, you can sign up for automatic EFT
payments on a weekly, bi-weekly or monthly
plan. Please see Angela St Pierre to set up your
payment schedule.
“Always giving thanks to God the Father for
everything”. Ephesians 5:20
Submitted by
Angela St Pierre

Our Annual Meeting was held on March 6, followed by
a potluck lunch. It is wonderful to get together for
fellowship again.
With the new council we reviewed our working groups
positions and they are as follows:
Chairperson: Graeme Dawes
Vicechair: Jason Villadsen
Treasurer: Angela St Pierre
Secretary: Julie Villadsen
Kitchen/Rentals: Tracey Bartholomew
Facility: Dan Strand
Missions: Len Lewin
Social Media/Sound: Graeme Dawes
Outreach/care: Laurie Parkinson
Cemetery: Angela St Pierre
Volunteer Organizer: Julie Villadsen
Small Groups: Len Lewin
Church Office Secretary : Florence Trautman
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SUNDAY

3.
9:30 Sunday Service
Sunday School

10.
9:30 Sunday Service
Sunday School

17.
8 am– 9:30 pancake
breakfast
Service /Sunday
School

24.
9:30 Sunday Service
Sunday School

MONDAY

4.

11.

18.

25.
Rose Hall
10 am-12
RRMG

TUESDAY

5.
10:00 Prayer
Group
7:00 Bible
study
7:00 Ladies
Bible Study
12.
10:00 Prayer
Group
7:00 bible
Study
7:00 Ladies
Bible study

WEDNESDAY

6.

THURSDAY

7.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1.
10:00 am

2.
8 am Men’s
Breakfast
Worship
practice

8.

9.
Worship
practice

10:00 am

7:00 pm
Prayer
Meeting
13.

14.

15.
9:30 am

Worship
practice

7:00 pm
Prayer
meeting

19.
10:00 Prayer
Group
7:00 bible
Study
7:00 Ladies
Bible Study

20.

26.
10:00 Prayer
Group
7:00 bible
Study
7:00 Ladies
Bible Study

27.

16.

21.

22.

23.
9:30-4:00

10:00 am
7:00 pm
Prayer
meeting

Temptation
Series

28.

29.

30.

10:00 am

Worship
practice

7:00 pm
Prayer
meeting
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STONY PLAIN, AB – Starting April 6th,
Wednesday evenings 6:30 – 8 pm
at New Life Community Church.

Raising Royalty Mothers Group
(RRMG)
Encouraging, equipping, and growing
together in Christ at Immanuel
Starting April 25th- June 27th;
Monday mornings from 10 am-12.
Open to all mothers or grandmothers who are raising
grandchildren- no childcare provided but children are
free to play in the gym where we are meeting. You
can expect a study followed by fellowship.
The Empowered MOMS program is provided
at no cost and free childcare is available for
in-person sessions! Please tell any single
moms that you know about this new and
exciting program!
REGISTRATION is quick and easy: https://
momscanada.ca/events/

Topics are informed by group needs.
Call or text Melissa Henstridge 780-916-8990 or
Lisa Kosheiff 780-289-6811 with questions, to register
or concerns. Look for our poster in the Foyer at
Immanuel. Hope to see you there!
Will resume again in fall 2022

Check out our website for more details, or
contact me if you have any further questions.
https://momscanada.ca/
All the Best,

Cherise Giesbrecht
Executive Director
Phone: 780.960.1554
Email: director@momscanada.ca
Website: www.momscanda.ca
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THE KIDZ PAGE
BALLOON

HOVERCRAFT

Materials: hot glue gun, or duct tap
The Easter and Lent theme was very enjoyable for
the children and teachers are well. We once again
shared with the children God amazing gift of freedom
through the Easter story and how we should prepare
our hearts for this gift with the 40 days of lent. One
Sunday we also showed the children that when we
see a bunny, eggs and other Easter symbols that it
should remind us of Jesus and the new life we
receive through His death and resurrection. We will
continue teaching the Easter story until Easter.
After Easter our lessons for April will be the story of
Hanna and Samuel. Showing the children that God
does listen to our prayers in His time and in ways far
beyond what we could even imagine.

CD
sport drink cap (with pop-out nozzle)
balloon

Instructions:

1. Glue the bottom of the sport drink cap to the shiny side of
the CD, making sure that the hole in the cap and CD are
aligned. Hold for a few seconds or until the glue is dry.
2. Put the balloon over the top of the sport drink cap.
3. Blow up the balloon through the CD.
4. Pinch or twist the neck of the balloon to prevent the air
escaping.
Place the hovercraft on the floor and let go of the balloon

The Sunday School Team.

James was listening to a Bible story. His
father read: ‘The man named Lot was
warned to take his wife and flee out of
the city but his wife looked back and was
turned into salt.’ Concerned, James
asked: ‘What happened to the flee?’
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Neighbourlink Parkland is one of
the charities that Immanuel
sponsors. Len Lewin is our rep.

Vision: A network of Christion believers, lovingly and effectively working with out
partners; responding to immediate and urgent social needs; showing generosity,
dignity, support, and compassion; providing direction and advocacy; to enhance the
quality of life of the most vulnerable and unheard voices in the Greater Parkland
County.



February was a busy month with our Annual General Meeting held February 9, 2022. It was a time to reflect
on the activity in the past year and also to focus on the services to meet the everchanging landscape of
needs going forward.



Our Keep In Touch grant with Volunteer Lethbridge, Rural Development Network and Alberta Mental
Health and Addictions ended this month. The Keep In Touch program has succeeded in becoming a
connector between seniors, volunteers and community services. We will continue to offer this program
going forward.



Since August 2021: 21 individuals inquired about being a volunteer caller 11 individuals completed the volunteer registration and training process 12 senior participants registered for the program 8 matches were made between volunteers and participants

How has the program made an impact on participating seniors in the last 6 months?


Meet Esther, a 75 year old widow, living independently in the Tri Region. Esther was referred to the
program by the Town of Stony Plain as she was very lonely and worried coming into the Christmas season,
with no family in the area. As a recent widow, Esther was feeling isolated, compounded by the pandemic
closures. Chatting with Esther recently, she sounds like a different person. Esther feels that the weekly
connection calls have prepared her for the starting up of activities again. Esther states she used to be so
quiet and unsure of taking part in social activities prepandemic, but through the call program, the
experience has encouraged her to try new things and improve her confidence in being social. Esther has
started to use the local Meals on Wheels program as well, something that the volunteer had suggested. As
she stated, the calls have "brightened her day," and now she hopes to share that hope with others.



Contact the office for more information about volunteer opportunities! 780-960-9669
WWW.NEIGHBOURLINKPARKLAND.CA
Just to let you know what happened
to the shoebox you filled before
Christmas.
To date, over 283,000 children on
more than 2000 Pacific Islands have
received shoeboxes and have been
given the opportunity to respond to
the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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Rose hall was beautifully decorated for a Wedding. The
new couple is truly blessed
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Dear Immanuel Lutheran church
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We
are living in exciting times! The Light of All nations is
expanding and our outreach is expanding and our
outreach is growing.
This past week at the ministry office, I heard a Great
testimony. A man from Egypt, who comes from a
wealthy and prestigious Muslim family, was watching
a famous Muslim cleric on TV answering questions
from the studio audience. One person asked the
cleric, “Are we allowed to read the Bible?” His reply
was with angrily screaming, “No! No! Don’t read it!”
this reply surprised and shocked the man who recalled
the first verse in the Quran says to “Read.” He
became curious and he searched for a Bible. Finally,
someone gave him the Gospel of Luke, and he began
to read and was touched by the story of the prodigal
son and the love of the father. His life was changed
and he began to watch our programs regularly and
became a believer in Jesus!
Let us all do our part to reach the lost with the hope
that only comes from Jesus.
Your brother in Christ,
Nizar Shaheen
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