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From Pastor Boyd

As we continue looking ahead, the words of Jesus come back to mind. “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul and with all your mind. Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39). As I remember these words
of Jesus, I am reminded of the story of Denny from LaLoche in northern Saskatchewan, where there was a school shooting
some years ago. This story came from one of our team members who participated in the outreach we did there several
months after the shooting:
“We were doing an outreach in the Dene’ community of LaLoche, north of Meadow Lake, Sk. Denny (not his real name)
came into the seminar a bit under the influence and rather hostile. He pointed at the speaker, saying loudly, “Who does
he think he is? God? Who is he to be telling us what to do!” I told him, “He is teaching us about Jesus. You should really
give him a listen.” It became clear that wasn’t going to happen. He kept talking to me throughout the rest of the
evening. He seemed very broken, so I prayed silently and allowed him to talk. Slowly his hostility dissipated and he began
to speak from his heart, “So what do you guys think of us up here? What do they say about us?" I replied, “Actually, since
the shootings, many people from the Saskatoon area have been praying for you guys and the heartache you suffer.
That seemed to trigger something. Denny began to talk. Tears ran down his cheeks as he told me of family and friends who
had survived the residential schools. He described, with a mix of shame and pride, his kids - most from different
moms. Some were not doing well at all, while others had become successful professionals. He said many wouldn’t even
speak to him. Especially he described his beautiful grandchildren. As Denny talked, his face changed to reveal his agony.
Tears rolled as he shared about his experiences of being in the old Regina prison as a teen. He talked about how he would
wake up with cockroaches all over him, and once how he awoke with rats crawling across his body. I watched as he
mentally and emotionally went back to that place of fear, helplessness and trauma. He began to cry even harder, saying,
"And then my 2 nephews, and 3 of my cousins! All killing themselves! What do you do about that? What do you
do?! Everybody is killing themselves up here. I mean, I’m not suicidal, but it just won't stop." It was incredibly heart
breaking. I Listened and spoke to him of Christ’s love and of hope. I would love to say that Denny made a commitment to
Christ that night but he didn't. He did, however, walk away feeling loved, heard and met just where he was at. His
demeanor as we said goodbye was much softer, and more peaceful. I told him I would pray for healing in his and his
children’s lives.
Meeting Denny and hearing him share his stories spoke to me of the depth and layers of pain these beautiful people have
lived through. You’ve all no doubt heard recently of 4 girls committing suicide in the north, among so much other pain.
How often well-meaning people say that they should just quit abusing substances and move on from their past. But those
are quick answers that are not enough for such shattered lives. Allowing Christ into that pain will change their lives
forever. How I ache for them and ask Jesus to make himself so real in their lives that they are unable to resist his call. I am
reminded that WE are to LOVE, SERVE and SHARE CHRIST without judgment, and allow the Holy Spirit to do His work. I
pray we are able to return soon and share more of the hope we have in Christ. God is working there, and lives are
changing. Please keep praying for the people of LaLoche.”
May God give us a vision and the opportunities we need in order to reach out with the gospel.
Pastor Boyd Hopkins
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If you know of anyone who would like to
receive this newsletter by email please let us
know with their email address. Also, if you
know of any seniors that cannot make it to
church or do not have internet access but would
like a newsletter, send us their names and
addresses and we will mail it to them.

It’s with gratitude
and many thanks to
all that contributed
to the purchase of
the new sound
system which is
being installed.

We are looking for volunteers for the sound and media
booth. We will train you. Please contact Julie.
Immanuel Book Store
Join Beth in the book
store every Sunday after
service.

Join Bonnie Lewin for Bible Study.
Date and location to be announced
For more info: Call Bonnie at:
(780) 963-9193.

The bookstore has
councillor recommended
faith based books, cards
and some gift items.
Read while increasing
your faith during this stay
home time.
Pending Covid
A pair of glasses have gone
missing. They are in a hard
dark covered case. If found
please contact Theresa.

Bible Study at Immanuel

Bible Study: Fridays, in old Church basement
10am– 11:30am (cancelled till February 12)
Bible Study : Tuesday evenings in Sanctuary
7pm– 9:30pm
Bible Study with Cheryl Dawes:
Tuesday Evenings in Old Church basement 7pm
Ladies Bible Study: If you’re interested in joining a
Tuesday evening ladies Bible Study via Zoom :
please be in touch with Nickola Neiman at
n.neiman95@gmail.com
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From the Treasurer - January 29, 2021

The December & Year End numbers were shared with
you in last month's newsletter.


Maintenance Report: Tony has been doing general
maintenance around the Church building; replacing
lights as well as cleaning up some of the Christmas
decor.



Treasury Report: A Treasury report was given. We
would like to Thank all those who have given a special
offering toward the new sound system as well as your
continued giving through your titles and offering.
Your financial support is greatly appreciated. We are
checking into any government grants that are
available to put toward the new sound system and
equipment needed for live streaming. Jane is also
working on this years Ministry budgets.

The Sound System work is scheduled to start Jan 25 th.
Once the work is done we will be looking at the purchase of
a camera for our live stream church services.


Pastor Report: Pastor Boyd has changed the Friday
night Bible study group to Tuesday night now. All the
Bible study’s have been going well. Pastor Boyd has
been meeting with people in our community for
Prayer Time and spiritual support. Pastor Boyd has
our Sunday Service needs scheduled until July 11.
Pastor Boyd has also been helping Council with
interviewing possible candidates for new council
members to be presented at the February 21, AGM
meeting

Council has been working on our Polices and Bylaws
regarding Congregational Elders and Church Membership.
Council will have the revised Polices and Bylaws printed for
the congregation to review before the AGM meeting
February 21.


I do not have the January numbers to share with you as
yet. However, on behalf of council, we are very grateful
for the generosity that provided the funds needed to
pay for the sound system which is being installed at this
time and also for the faithfulness of so many of you in
your regular giving.
It is this regular sharing of your gifts which enables us to
give to others, support visions the Lord may give us for
outreach work that we are to engage in and also to take
care of our building and pay our staff.
This past year we have given 1% of our income to and
this was $511 for our 4th Quarter of 2020.
MOM's Canada - Lewin's are still quite involved with this
organization
Neighbourlink - if anyone is interested in attending the
AGM Feb 10 at 2pm on Zoom, pls be in touch.
Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute - young adults being
discipled; Pastor Ted works there
Spoken Word Ministries - Pastor Boyd and Daniel Olson
are teachers
Lutheran Association of Missionaries & Pilots Inc LAMP (lampministry.org)
AWANA - a club for boys and girls that promotes bible
memorization
World Serve - one of the places they work in is Cuba
World Mission Prayer League - Charles & Anita Jackson
(related to church members)
LFAN or Light For All Nations - outreach to the Middle
East. Connected with Huntley Street.

New Business: Council has revised the Rental Fees for
the Church Building and services so that it comply
with the CRA rules and regulations. Now there is one
set price for both Members and Non- Members.

CALC or Canadian Association of Lutheran Churches the organization we are part of and share accountability
with.

Council is looking for any ideas on how we can get more use
from our Church space/building . If you have a idea of any
event/service we should consider please speak to one of the
Council members.

Now it is time to select which organizations we will
support in this year of 2021. If you have requests,
organizations you would like Council to consider,
please let us know.
Thank you.

Submitted by
Laurie Parkinson

Jane Graff, Treasurer
Immanuel Lutheran Church of Rosenthal

Stony Plain, AB
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Immanuel AGM will be held
February 21, 2021

Below are proposed by-laws

Information for the AGM:
To clarify membership, and define congregational elders, in consultation with Pastor Boyd, Immanuel Council is proposing
the following bylaws:

Membership, Clause 2b:

B. A member in good standing is one who, within the preceding calendar year:
i. Has attended church service a minimum of 12 or more times per year, and
ii. Has partaken of Holy Communion, and
iii. Has supported the congregation with offerings, and
iv. Is not under discipline by the congregation that includes temporary loss of rights of
membership, including voice and vote at meetings.
1. Shut-ins would be excluded from this requirement.

Congregational Elders
1. To be considered as an Elder, pre-qualifications would include 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9;
and1 Peter 5:1-3.
2. Congregational Elders have the responsibility to provide spiritual leadership and care of the congregation
together with the pastor(s), ensuring that the ministry of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Rosenthal is carried out
in accordance with the Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions, as stated in the Book of Concord.

3. A minimum of three members will be selected by the Congregational Council, Elders & Pastor(s) and
affirmed by the congregation to serve as Congregational Elders. Elders are appointed without term with a oneyear probationary period. Elders may step back from serving and be considered Elders Emeritus who can be
called back to serve by the Council & Pastor(s) at their discretion.
4. The Pastor(s) shall be (an) ex-officio member(s) of Congregational Elders and all its committees and shall be
notified of all regular and special meetings of Congregational Elders.
5. Congregational Elders and Congregational Council should meet together at least once per year, or as
required.
6. Elders will not serve concurrently as Council members.
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DATE

February 7, 2021

February 14, 2021

February 21, 2021

February 28, 2021

Speaker

Pastor Russ

Pastor Boyd

Pastor Boyd

Daniel Olson

Reader

Dee

Chris

Donna

Bev/Ray

Greeter

Tracey

Beth

Steve & Laurie

Frank & Jean

Music

Nickola

Al

Julie

Al

Prayer Team

Strand

Cheryl and Chris

Jane & Russ

John and Karen

Florence

Darlene

Tony

Ushers
Communion

Strands

Dietrichs

Sound

Russ

Neil

Darren

Cheryl

Mediashout

Jane

Angela

Connie

Graeme

Counters

Theresa & Beth

Colleen & Beth

Gloria & Len

Jean & Lorie

If any of these dates do not work for you please notify Julie or any council member.

January was a quiet month for Sunday School once
again. This month’s lessons touched on the
transfiguration of Jesus and also Jesus in the garden
of Gethsemane, showing the children that Jesus is
man and God, and that Jesus can transform our lives
and suffered a greatly to be able to do this for us.
Now that Michelle is back, (praise God) we are going
to close the month with a “Jesus birthday
celebration”. I know that this will be a hit with the
children; we can never have too much Christmas!
We thank God that Michelle and her family are back,
the Sunday school children defiantly miss them. Also
Asha was once again able to help with the classes.
Thanks Michelle and Asha!
February’s lessons will be focused on the walk to
Emmaus. This story once again has so many
important lessons for the children to know. One of
these lessons is that the words of Jesus burns in our
hearts. We can feel his presence and truth when we
read his word, a very good habit for children to try to
instill in their lives at a young age.
May God continue to bless our children and our
church.

Immanuel Sunday School team
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THE KIDZ PAGE
Sign language for love, Valentine Heart
Instructions
Supplies
1. Fold a piece of paper in half and cut out heart to use as a pattern.
•

Foam

Lay on a piece of foam and trace around the pattern. Cut out the

•

Trim

heart.

•

Scissors

2. Lay your left hand on a flesh colored piece of foam and trace
around. Cut out hand print and fold down two fingers and glue using

•

Craft glue

•

Foamy hearts, Handprint

the picture as a reference. Glue handprint to heart.
3. Glue trim around heart and add foamy hearts or
make some of your own.
Let dry and present to Mom or someone you love.

A Sunday School teacher was attempting
to teach her young students the true
meaning of Easter. “Why do we celebrate
Easter?” “Because of the Easter Bunny.“
was the reply. “ No, What happened at
the very first Easter? “
A little girl raised her hand and said,
“Easter celebrates Jesus coming out of
the tomb.” “Yes, said the teacher, Jesus
arose from the tomb, and what does he
do for us?”
The youngest replied, “ He looks to see
his shadow and if He can see it, he goes
back for another six weeks.
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At this trying time there is great
need. These are some things to
think about when picking up
items to give to the Food Bank

Immanuel Lutheran Church of Rosenthal has joined
Lighthouse Church and New Life Community Church
in the “Food for the Soul” Outreach Program.
“Food for the Soul” is a volunteer based outreach
program that manages to operate thanks to the
donations from people and businesses in the
community.
This outreach program provides bagged lunches for
the needy in our community on the first and third
Saturday of the month. The bagged lunches include a
sandwich, some fruit and a drink. You may help by
donating juice boxes, granola bars or bottles of water.

If anyone would like to help in person, Immanuel is
scheduled to make the bagged lunches on March 19
and hand out the lunches from 10-1 on March 20.
Our contact person is Florence Trautman.
We have also been asked to help with the Easter
meal April 2,3 &4. Due to Covid, the meal will not be
a sit down meal but will be boxed and handed to
people in their vehicles.
We are expecting over 200 requests for the Easter
meal.
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Apple Crumble Cheesecake Bars
Base:

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a
newspaper and complained that it made no sense to
go to church every Sunday.
He wrote: I’ve gone for 30 years now, and in that time
I have heard something like 3000 sermons, but for the
life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So, I
think I’m wasting my time, the preachers and priests
are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all”.
This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the
Editor” column.
Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher.
I’ve been married for 30 years. In that time my wife
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me,
I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of
those meals.
But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave
me strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had
not given me these meals, I would be physically dead
today.
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment,
I would be spiritually dead today.

3 cups flour
3/4 tsp baking powder
1 1/4 cups packed brown sugar
3/4 cup butter, at room temp.
1 egg
3 tsp vanilla
Topping:
2 (14 oz) pkgs cream cheese (room temp)
1 (14 oz) can sweetened condensed milk
3 eggs
3 Gala apples
1/4 cup granulated sugar
Heat oven to 350. Coat 9x13 pan with cooking spray. Beat
butter and brown sugar until creamy. Add 1 egg and
vanilla, beat until blended. Slowly add flour and baking
powder, until incorporated. Reserve half of dough; evenly
press remaining dough into bottom of pan.

Beat cream cheese and condensed milk until smooth;
beat in 3 eggs and vanilla. Spread over crust in pan. Bake
until filling is firm. 20-25 mins.
Peel and core apples; cut into 1/2” pieces. In large bowl,
toss apples with sugar. Spread over cream cheese layer.
Top with reserved crumbled dough. Bake until crumble
topping is golden brown, 25 mins. Enjoy.

It’s the love that we give
That empowers others to live
It’s the care that we share
That enables others to bear
It’s the stand that we take that
Creates the memories we make
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PRAYER MINISTRY

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
IN PRAYER CHAPEL
10:00AM TUESDAY
MORNINGS
CONTACT: GLORIA EVJEN (780) 963-6841

: RUSS GRAFF (780 963 1553)

We are a group of Registered Professional Counsellors
and Counselling Therapists, committed to Emotional
Healing within the context of the Christian Faith. We
offer Trauma Informed, Cognitive Focused, Faith-based,
and affordable counselling for families and individuals.
All are welcome!
Christian Counselling Services
(780) 690-2375
Alanna Brochu
Natasha Frieser
Dawn Rebke

Available every Sunday at the end of Worship
Service, in Prayer room (SE corner of sanctuary,
behind Sound booth) A team of 2 people is
available to meet with you and pray with you.
Contact: Jane Graff:

(780) 963 1553
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